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+ Your current water sources will be interrupted and likely contaminated for 
weeks/months. Every neighborhood should create multiple methods for 
securing potable water.

+ Keep in mind that even with doubling the “one gallon per person per day” 
rule, you will need a radical reduction in your normal water usage habits: 
Americans use an average of 160 gallons of water per person per day. Even 
with a careful reduction in daily water use during an emergency, when you 
consider storing extra water for food preparation, washing hands, sanitizing 
surfaces and tools, and flushing toilets, that calculation starts to involve a huge 
amount of water.

+ For your pets and livestock, measure their water intake on a typical day and 
then account for seasonality (drinking more in warmer months) when including 
their water needs in your overall estimate.

+ Harvesting rainwater in barrels/cisterns: CATCHMENT AREA (in square feet) 
multiplied by the AVERAGE ANNUAL RAINFALL (in feet) multiplied by 7.48 (to 
convert cubic feet to gallons) equals the TOTAL RAINWATER FALLING ON 

13



THAT CATCHMENT IN AN AVERAGE YEAR.
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Purchase a 6’ section of hose and a simple on / off valve. (Available at Ace Bainbridge 
Island)

This allows you to quickly and easily dispense water from your water heater into 
smaller containers.
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Some residence and multi-family buildings lack ample space to store emergency 
water.  If space is available in yards, consider establishing a community water shed, 
funded by contributions from neighbors.  Individual water containers might be jointly 
owned or individually owned. 
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Metal containers are reusable, survivable and easily sterilized.

Gravity filter and water treatment tablets allows you to make potable water from 
suspect water regardless of the location to which you temporarily evacuate.

Transfer pump allows you to easily and economically move water from large to 
smaller containers, speeding the process and reducing waste.  
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